NEWSLETTER JULY 2010

Dear Friends,

The weeks since the AGM have f| I n
Progresso Exhibition. Now that riends |of- 1 S't
taking down the Exhibition in thd.ong Gallery. At the AGM we u ouse
welcomed Isabelle Malcolm onto the committee, probably she will

known to many of you from working in the House, but you can also r &

about her in this newsletter. Isabelle has already become involved in the
work of the Soci al Sub. Group, and hel ped ¢
Progresso.

So to fAArt in Progresso: the Marquee event
success, well beyond our expectations. The artists gave unstintingly of their time and expertise, t
visitors, more than 1,000 over the weekend, were enthusiastic, particularly welcoming th

opportunity to try hands on. Who will forge
half of Banff must have been photographed with one or other of the beasts. Also memorable we
budding sculptors, some absolutely engr osse

boys suitably gloved and goggled were out i
piece of wood. The concept of the art being produced in the Marquee progressing to finished wa
in the Long Gallery was appreciated. Sales of work over the exhibition period came to just ove
£4,000.

This success depended upon the efforts of many people. First, Alan Lee had the idea and worl
on it before the Exhibition Committee took over at the end of November. On the Exhibition
Committee, Peter Johnston not only organised the Marquee and other logistical tasks but also k
us in line with legal and Health & Safety requirements, not to mention managing the finances. H
knowledge in these spheres was reassuring when organising such an ambitious project. Jan Su
dealt with administrative matters. Using her computer skills she maintained the database al
website and also dealt with mmunications and advertising. Alan Rogers;opted onto the
Exhibition Committee when we took over, was an invaluable member without whom the even
could not have taken place. His quiet competence, tact in negotiating with the Artists, skill ir
hanging and arranging exhibitions and capacity to remain calm was an example to us all.

Ot her members of the Friends committee al soc
and the Long Gallery, with Publicity and many other tasks. As did many friengsced into
joining the rota to help. | apologise that due to the vagaries of the weather and problems
predicting demand, some had little to do, while others were rushed off their feet.

We are also very grateful to a number of others in the local community who helped by providin
equipment and in other practical ways. | have written to thank them and their help is acknowledge
in this newsletter. Not forgetting Banff and Buchan Arts Forum who awarded us a grant of £1,00(
| wish to acknowledge with appreciation the help and encouragement received from Rachel, Jot
Jo, Saskia and the staff at Duff House and to thank them for putting up with our demands.

AArt in Progresso increasingly took over ou
by its success. We have received many pl aud
line manager, as well as from many visitors, along with requests that it be repeated next year! Pe
says Ano chance, but perhaps in a year or t

Pippy McEwen, Chairman



Our grateful thanks go to those folk who supported the Art in Progress exhibition with
their offers of practical help. We are delighted to acknowledge them here and to thank
them for helping to make the O0Art in Prc
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SOME NOTES ON THE DUFF HOUSE MAUSOLEUM

Erected by James®Earl Fife in 1793, beside the burial site of the former Carmelite

Monastery, the Mausoleum in the Gothic style stands high above the River Deveron sout
of Duff House. Around the top of the exterior is a frieze of quatrefoil panels made pf the
artificial stone invented by Mrs Coade, [Coade Stone] as are the decorative obelisk:
[some missing] on top of the frieze.

At one time the main entrance was flanked by two statues of Faith and Hope which were
removed after Duff House was left to Banff and Macduff in 1906. The cast iron |main
door incorporates an earl 6s coronet ajnd

At the rear of the Mausoleum is the tomb and recumbent effigy of Dr Alexander Douglas,
Provost of Banff from 1648 tol650, Whi ¢
Banff, given a new inscription by thé2Earl, and passed off by him as one of his

ancestors.

At one time there was anot her Ol i ber at e
whi ch had been t aken from Cull en Kir k.
Andrew Duff of Muldavit. The tomb was returned to Cullen Kirk in the 1950s.

The earliest ancestor to be buried in the Mausoleum was Alexander Duff of Bracp who
died in 1705 and was initially buried in Grange Kirkyard. His remains were transferred to
the Mausoleum in 1793, along with those of tieEarl and his Countess who had also

been buried in the Grange Kirkyard.

Now to be seen on the west wall, where the Cullen Kirk effigy once stood, is the|semi
circular sandstone slab which th& Earl caused to be made to cover the inscriptior] on
Dr Al exander Douglaséb6és tomb at the bajck

The 29 39 4" and %' Earls are all buried in the Mausoleum, along with other Duff
relations, making a total of twentne individual interments. A list of all the interments
can be seen on the wall to the left of the main entrance. a6 and i Duke is the




only Duff missing, his corpse is interred in the little Chapel at Mar Lodge on Deeside,
along with that of his Duchess.

The only temporary inhabitant of the Mausoleum was Henry Frederick Stephensgn whc
died suddenly at Duff House on"3uly 1858 when he was a guest of the 5th Earl jand
Countess Fife.

H F Stephenson was the natural son of Charle8,Dike of Norfolk, and he married
Mary Keppel, daughter of the™4Earl of Albemarle. She gave him fifteen childrgn!
Stephenson was a Commissioner to the Inland Revenue, and Member of Parliament ft
Westbury. His natural father was the Earl Marshall of England who administered the
English College of Arms and appointed the various Heralds.

In 1813 Stephenson was appointed Falcon Herald Extraordinary in order to jain the
Mission which went to Russia to present Czar Alexander with the Order of the Garter.
The Czar gave him a diamond ring as a memento of the occasion.

Stephensonoés remains were | ater transf
Norfolk.

PROPOSED WINTER TALKS PROGRAMME 2010 / 2011

There will be sixteen talks with two only in December and January to minimise weather problems

11 NovemberJames Holloway, Director, Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh:
OReport on the Redevelopment of the Scot:t

18 November Doreen Grove, Chief Inspector, Historic Scotland:
OProgress on the Reconstruction of the R«

25 NovemberAl | an Burnett, RWMrsietaerrc h& nHyi stthoer iSeenc:o n6d Wo r
2 DecemberDr El i zabet h CummhegAr Ast &8HCesabt saMoveémel

9 December Charles J Burnett Esq., Ross Herald:
6John, 3rd Marquess of But e, Patron and |

20January Maggi e Cr ali gCo WAlud hwrri:t & a Bookd
27 January Nati onal Gall &hee&l asg8woBbgaed, (6peaker t

3 February Naomi Tarrant, former Keeper of Costume, Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh:
@Gamples made in Scotl andé

10 February James Lonie, Linlithgow Union Canal SocietyHi st ory of Canal s i n
17 February Karen Esslemont, Landscape ArchitectSt r eet s Behind and Str e

24 February Davi dT he vlirnvei noefs Do fu nQr uCnh aann dC hti he
3 March Deborah Clarke, Royal Collection:

The Palace of Holyroodhouse & its Histor)
10 March Ndihle Taverger of Nbmiog mamniddt : O
17 March Rachel Kennedy, Manager of Duff House, BanB:at h as a Fashi onabl
24 March Nicholas Shepherd, Landscape & Culture Adviser, Forestry Commission, Scotland:

(Title to be confirmed)
31 March Carla Angus, ArtistEncouraging the Arts in Banffsh



ARTWORK IN PROGRESS

Carn Standing presented three finished works to this exhibition. The Horse and the St
outside on the grass were immediately attractive but the Golden Eagle that was on displ
in the Long Gallery was truly remarkable. All three works generated a deal of admiring
comment and many folk said that they desired the Horse and/or the Stag for their ow
garden. The Eagle had a wonderfully fierce look about it and though it was widely admire
and raised a good few questions;are quite wanted to take it home, perhaps because of

thatvery fierceness.



