
NEWSLETTER  JULY  2010 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The weeks since the AGM have flown past in preparation for our ñArt in 

Progressò Exhibition. Now that too is history, as I write this just after 

taking down the Exhibition in the Long Gallery. At the AGM we 

welcomed Isabelle Malcolm onto the committee, probably she will be 

known to many of you from working in the House, but you can also read 

about her in this newsletter. Isabelle has already become involved in the 

work of the Social Sub. Group, and helped greatly with setting up ñArt in 

Progressò. 
 

So to ñArt in Progressò: the Marquee event over the COAST weekend proved an enormous 

success, well beyond our expectations. The artists gave unstintingly of their time and expertise, the 

visitors, more than 1,000 over the weekend, were enthusiastic, particularly welcoming the 

opportunity to try hands on. Who will forget Carnôs Horse and Stag, sited in the grounds. I reckon 

half of Banff must have been photographed with one or other of the beasts. Also memorable were 

budding sculptors, some absolutely engrossed in carving one of Keithôs blocks, then three other 

boys suitably gloved and goggled were out in the gazebo chipping away together at Timôs large 

piece of wood.  The concept of the art being produced in the Marquee progressing to finished work 

in the Long Gallery was appreciated. Sales of work over the exhibition period came to just over 

£4,000. 
 

This success depended upon the efforts of many people. First, Alan Lee had the idea and worked 

on it before the Exhibition Committee took over at the end of November. On the Exhibition 

Committee, Peter Johnston not only organised the Marquee and other logistical tasks but also kept 

us in line with legal and Health & Safety requirements, not to mention managing the finances. His 

knowledge in these spheres was reassuring when organising such an ambitious project. Jan Sutton 

dealt with administrative matters. Using her computer skills she maintained the database and 

website and also dealt with communications and advertising. Alan Rogers, co-opted onto the 

Exhibition Committee when we took over, was an invaluable member without whom the event 

could not have taken place. His quiet competence, tact in negotiating with the Artists, skill in 

hanging and arranging exhibitions and capacity to remain calm was an example to us all. 
 

Other members of the Friends committee also helped with setting up, by ñmanningò the Marquee 

and the Long Gallery, with Publicity and many other tasks. As did many friends, co-erced into 

joining the rota to help. I apologise that due to the vagaries of the weather and problems of 

predicting demand, some had little to do, while others were rushed off their feet.  
 

We are also very grateful to a number of others in the local community who helped by providing 

equipment and in other practical ways. I have written to thank them and their help is acknowledged 

in this newsletter. Not forgetting Banff and Buchan Arts Forum who awarded us a grant of £1,000.  

I wish to acknowledge with appreciation the help and encouragement received from Rachel, John, 

Jo, Saskia and the staff at Duff House and to thank them for putting up with our demands. 
 

ñArt in Progressò increasingly took over our lives, it was a huge undertaking which was vindicated 

by its success. We have received many plaudits since from COAST, from Carol Leathley, Rachelôs 

line manager, as well as from many visitors, along with requests that it be repeated next year! Peter 

says ñno chance, but perhaps in a year or twoò. 
 

Pippy McEwen, Chairman 



Our grateful thanks go to those folk who supported the Art in Progress exhibition with 

their  offers of practical help.  We are delighted to acknowledge them here and to thank 

them for helping to make the óArt in Progressô Exhibition an outstanding success. 
 

BLUE ANCHOR FIRE & SAFETY Ltd.  
 

Mr W. GERRARD of W. & M. GERRARD, ELECTRICIANS.  
 

Mr PETER INGRAM of BRIDGEND GARAGE.  
 

Colonel HARRY NASH. 
 

Mr VINAY RUPARELIA of GEORGE ELLIS, PHARMACISTS.  
 

Mr JOHN K. WALKER Snr., of A. D. WALKER Ltd., BUILDERS.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME NOTES ON THE DUFF HOUSE MAUSOLEUM 
 

Erected by James, 2nd Earl Fife in 1793, beside the burial site of the former Carmelite 

Monastery, the Mausoleum in the Gothic style stands high above the River Deveron south 

of Duff House. Around the top of the exterior is a frieze of quatrefoil panels made of the 

artificial stone invented by Mrs Coade, [Coade Stone] as are the decorative obelisks 

[some missing] on top of the frieze. 
 

At one time the main entrance was flanked by two statues of Faith and Hope which were 

removed after Duff House was left to Banff and Macduff in 1906. The cast iron main 

door incorporates an earlôs coronet and the initial óFô amongst the decoration. 
 

At the rear of the Mausoleum is the tomb and recumbent effigy of Dr Alexander Douglas, 

Provost of Banff from 1648 to1650, which was removed from St Maryôs Kirkyard in 

Banff, given a new inscription by the 2nd Earl, and passed off by him as one of his 

ancestors. 
 

At one time there was another óliberatedô tomb within the Mausoleum, on the west wall, 

which had been taken from Cullen Kirk. This was the tomb of the Earlôs ancestor, 

Andrew Duff of Muldavit. The tomb was returned to Cullen Kirk in the 1950s. 
 

The earliest ancestor to be buried in the Mausoleum was Alexander Duff of Braco who 

died in 1705 and was initially buried in Grange Kirkyard. His remains were transferred to 

the Mausoleum in 1793, along with those of the 1st Earl and his Countess who had also 

been buried in the Grange Kirkyard. 
 

Now to be seen on the west wall, where the Cullen Kirk effigy once stood, is the semi-

circular sandstone slab which the 2nd Earl caused to be made to cover the inscription on 

Dr Alexander Douglasôs tomb at the back of the Mausoleum. 
 

The 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Earls are all buried in the Mausoleum, along with other Duff 

relations, making a total of twenty-one individual interments. A list of all the interments 

can be seen on the wall to the left of the main entrance. The 6th Earl and 1st Duke is the 



 

 

 

PROPOSED  WINTER TALKS PROGRAMME 2010 / 2011 
 
 

There will be sixteen talks with two only in December and January to minimise weather problems. 
 

 

11 November James Holloway, Director, Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh:  

 óReport on the Redevelopment of the Scottish National Portrait Galleryô 
 

18 November Doreen Grove, Chief Inspector, Historic Scotland:  

 óProgress on the Reconstruction of the Royal Apartments at Stirling Castleô 
 

25 November  Allan Burnett, Writer & Historian: óResearching the Second World War in Banffô 
 

  2 December  Dr Elizabeth Cumming, Art Historian: óThe Arts & Crafts Movement in Scotlandô 
 

  9 December  Charles J Burnett Esq., Ross Herald:   

 óJohn, 3rd Marquess of Bute, Patron and Protector of Ancient Traditions in Architectureô 
 

20 January  Maggie Craig, Author: óI Could Write a Bookô 
 

27 January  National Galleries of Scotland, óThe Glasgow Boysô (speaker to be confirmed) 
 

  3 February  Naomi Tarrant, former Keeper of Costume, Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh: 

 óSamplers made in Scotlandô 
 

10 February  James Lonie, Linlithgow Union Canal Society: óHistory of Canals in Scotlandô 
 

17 February  Karen Esslemont, Landscape Architect: óStreets Behind and Streets Aheadô 
 

24 February     David Irvine of Drum, Clan Chief: óThe Irvines of Drum and their Castlesô 
   

  3 March         Deborah Clarke, Royal Collection:  

 The Palace of Holyroodhouse & its History as a Royal Residenceô 
 

10 March         Neil Taverner, Numismatist: óThe Coinage of Scotlandô 
 

17 March         Rachel Kennedy, Manager of Duff House, Banff: óBath as a Fashionable Resortô 
 

24 March         Nicholas Shepherd, Landscape & Culture Adviser, Forestry Commission, Scotland: 

 (Title to be confirmed) 
 

31 March         Carla Angus, Artist: óEncouraging the Arts in Banffshireô 

only Duff missing, his corpse is interred in the little Chapel at Mar Lodge on Deeside, 

along with that of his Duchess.  
 

The only temporary inhabitant of the Mausoleum was Henry Frederick Stephenson who 

died suddenly at Duff House on 13th July 1858 when he was a guest of the 5th Earl and 

Countess Fife. 
 

H F Stephenson was the natural son of Charles, 10th Duke of Norfolk, and he married 

Mary Keppel, daughter of the 4th Earl of Albemarle. She gave him fifteen children! 

Stephenson was a Commissioner to the Inland Revenue, and Member of Parliament for 

Westbury. His natural father was the Earl Marshall of England who administered the 

English College of Arms and appointed the various Heralds. 
 

In 1813 Stephenson was appointed Falcon Herald Extraordinary in order to join the 

Mission which went to Russia to present Czar Alexander with the Order of the Garter.  

The Czar gave him a diamond ring as a memento of the occasion. 
 

Stephensonôs remains were later transferred to the parish church of Quidenham in 

Norfolk.   



Carn Standing presented three finished works to this exhibition. The Horse and the Stag 

outside on the grass were immediately attractive but the Golden Eagle that was on display 

in the Long Gallery was truly remarkable.  All three works generated a deal of admiring 

comment and many folk said that they desired the Horse and/or the Stag for their own 

garden. The Eagle had a wonderfully fierce look about it and though it was widely admired 

and raised a good few questions, no-one quite wanted to take it home, perhaps because of 

that very fierceness. 

                                                ARTWORK IN PROGRESS 


