NEWSLETTER APRIL 2 010

Dear Friends,

It is difficult to believe that my second year as Chairman is coming to an end
one more year to go! This winter | seem to have driven many snowy miles be
Auchanachie and Duff House, often amazed at the different world to be found
coastal fringes.

My for mal AAnnual Reporto is conta AGM |
more detailed descriptions elsewhere, but here we can look back on anoths
year for the Friends, with many interesting events, with some magical music
Drawing Room, and many lively conversations. | have selected some highlig

the year, which | particularly remember.

First in May and June, there were the visits of two groups of Friends of the National Galleries in Edinburgh to the House,
which was new to most. They were greatly impressed by the House, its treasures and, for the adventurous few, the
grounds. The exhibition of books from the Dunimarle Collection, with the chance to handle them, specially set up by
Sandra Cumming, was particularly appreciated. | hope our very special return trip down to Edinburgh, planned for
September, is viable.

In August, Cairness House proved a fantastic venue for our outing. After being greeted, on the steps, by the owners and
the peacocks, we were taken on a tour of this amazing if somewhat overpowering house, which has been lovingly and

painstakingly restored. The ownersd enthusiasm and at
collection of art and furniture made this an altogether memorable event. An excellent lunch, served in the cavernous

kitchen, added to the enjoyment.

On a beautiful September AfDoors Open Dayo, it was won
hundred visitors enjoyed the walk through the grounds to the Mausoleum, where members of the committee acted as
guides.

During the Christmas Craft and Cream Tea, always a popular social event, the Long Gallery was transformed with
colourful threads, rich textiles, and sparkling beads into a source of inspiration for us all. Lots of chatter andttz tasty
completed the afternoon. The House looked at its best over the festive season, with the splendid Christmas Tree, again
kindly donated by Gordon Morison, a focal point. The Christmas Party proved a warm and welcoming festive gathering
in the Long Gallery, with plenty of seats this time, where we were entertained by captivating music on the harp. This,
along with the delicious food, good wine and meeting with friends all contributed to a very happy evening.

A huge success this year has been the winter lecture series so well planned by Charles Burnett. Despite the bad weathe
only one |l ecture was cancelled, a tribute to the |l ectur

These events didnot j ust happen, each involved much p
member of which contributes an enormous amount to their individual role.

Changes to the committee are inevitable, particularly at an AGM, a time to say farewell and to welcome others. First |
mention the farewells. Sadly in November Alan Lee resigned from the committee. He had contributed an enormous
amount to the Friends and the Committee over the past few years, first as a member and then as Vice Chairman. In
particular he had put much time, effort and expertise into organising the forthcoming Art Exhibition. As Vice Chairman,
he was a great help and support to me. Pat Johnston having served four years feels it is now time to go. Her keen
involvement in the Music group, arranging our concerts, is, along with her expertise on the Social Sub group, much
appreciated. Another loss is Mary Morrison, coming to the end of three years as a most enthusiastic member of the
committee, who has organised many of our social events always with warmth and enthusiasm. Very sincere thanks to all
three of you for your contribution to the work of the Friends

Support for some events this year has been poor, notably the Folk Evening in October. We try to
organise what we feel will attract people, but are always looking for new ideas, so please if you
have any suggestions about something different, let us know.

I am privileged to chair such a splendid committee and thank them for all their support. Also
many thanks to Rachel, John and Jo and the House staff for all their work, and encouragement of
the Friends.

Finally, thank you for continuing to support the Friends, for help with some events, and for
attending others. Do please keep this up and perhaps even consider joining the committee.

Best wishes.

Pippy McEwen

DUFF HOUSE, BANFF, AB45 3SX. 01261 818181 duff.house@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Friends of Duff House is a Registered Scottish Charity No SC027830




MANAGEROS LETTER

Welcome to the start of our summer season and an especially warm welcome to all new Friends who have joined recently.
Now that Spring is finally here | hope you have had a chance to look at our new exhibitions and events programme for
2010. We look forward to seeing you at some of the fun events we have planned for this summer.

This last year has been another busy twelve months with the introduction of a new logo for Duff House and our first
annual events programme. 2009 also saw the |l aunch of Sc
this national initiative by contributing no less than three Homecoming exhibitions. Last Spring, the film and video artist
Jini Rawlingangulkaeinoedo iTai hi ghly personal and evocat.
belonging, which was our <contribution to Banff and Mac
popular show was followed by two travelling exhibition
Robert Burns, from the National Galleries of Scotland. All these shows received positive feedback from visitors close to
home and from all over the world including Russia, Japan and South America. In December our First Minster chose Duff
House as the venue for the launch of his annual Christmas card and over the year we have attracted further attention in the
national press by being featured in The Sunday Times and on STV!

Perhaps our greatest achievement this year was winning funding from the Big Lottery and Museums Galleries Scotland
which enabled Duff House to take part in an important educational project called Their Past Your Future (TPYF
Scotland). The natiewide project was to contribute stories about Duff House and north east communities during World
War Two to a new online educational resource. Thanks to the support of the Friends, who were involved in this project
right from the beginning, over 200 local school children and many of our older local residents were able to take part in the

project. An exhibition held in the Long Gallery called
and enthusiasm and we look forward to running further projects like this one in the future. It ends on 12 April so if you
havendt seen it yet, donét miss it]!

As | am sure many of you are aware many of our cultural and arts organisations will face a difficult year ahead and Duff
House is lucky to have the support of such an active Friends organisation. Friends committee members contribute time,
effort, ideas and commitment by supporting the house on a regular basis in so many ways and the ongoing financial
support for the concerts and winter lecture series is greatly appreciated. On behalf of all the staff at Duff House thank you
once again for your help and we wish you all a very Happy Easter!

Rachel Kennedy

FRIENDS EVENTS FORYOUR DIARY

ART WORK IN PROGRESS May 28th- 30th
FRIENDS OUTING TO CAWDOR CASTLE August 18th
EDINBURGH TRIP September 13t 6th
FRIENDS TEA PARTY November 19th
NEW YEAR NICHT January 14th 2011

Please see the enclosed leaflet for details of exhibitions and events at Duff House

Apology

We regrethat a few Friends have not received their membership cards, and that some Friengsdmaiveorrectly

asked to payafter having already done so. Also some people were sent two lots of coffee morningWekkésie had
problems with the database, which we believe have now been sorted. Please let us know if there are any other problems.
Pippy McEwen



APAPERTOBEPRESENTED TO THE PMEHITNNERSO
23RD APRIL 2010

Friends may be interested to see this report and to note how impressed the partners have been to learn how much the
Friends actually contribute to the House, and to know F

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DUFF HOUSE BY FRIENDS OF DUFF HOUSE ( TBiE FRIENDSO )

Under its constitution, which is the foundation of its charitable status, the activities of the Friends are directed to
supporting the House and encouraging public use and enjoyment of the House and policies. The Friends contribute to
running costs in a number of ways. They also donate artefacts and equipment from time to time, subsidise the winter
concert programme, contribute to marketing and publicity and provide voluntary administrative and other services. All
free proceeds of the Friendsd activities and ot héa r ece
benefit of the House or for educational and other purposes related to Duff House and its surrounding policies, in keeping
with the Friendsd objectives and charitable status.

Financial Contribution

During 2009, £7,140 has been paid to Aberdeenshire Council or otherwise applied to its direct benefit. During the first

two months of 2010, further payments totalling almost £4,000 have been made. These include the committed payment of
£3,090 based on the subscription income of the preceding year, which is paid in the opening months of each year. This
payment is made under the existing arrangements allowing Friends unrestricted access to Duff House in exchange for a
payment to Aberdeenshire council of 65% of annual subscription income. Although no tally is kept of the number of visits
made by members of the Friends under this arrangement, it is clear to the Committee that most members seldom visit the
House and that many more do so only when there is an exhibition of special interest or a function. The twelve members of
the Committee make regular visits, almost always on Duff House business or in support of specific functions. Those who
do so pay the usual admission charges for concerts and the like. Where possible, fundraising functions are held in the
House.

Individual Contributions

The hours spent by Committee members of Duff House, which represents time spent at main Committee meetings and
those of sulgroups is of the order of 650 man hours. Fundraising activities can be vergditeeming in terms of
preparation and attendance. Desktop publishing of the Frieodsn and Newsletteralso consumes significant time.

These publications carry publicity material for Duff House events, as well as news items for Friends. The annual
fundraising coffee morning is a further example, with an estimated time input by volunteers of 100 hours. In addition,
small teams of Committee members assist the House with administrative and clerical duties, such as envelope stuffing, as
required, and they assist in decorating the House, erecting and decorating the Christmas tree, which the Friends source
and are involved in Santab6s Grotto. Mo s t recentl vy, t he
Mausoleum. It was encouraging to hear that around 200 people had visited the House on that day and that around the
same number had also visited the Mausoleum.

Itis likely that the Friends donate at least 1,000 man hours to the Hpusbably rather more than this.

The 2009/2010 concert season, underwritten by the Friends with the support of Enterprise Music Scotland, ended with a
piano concert in mid March. It is not yet possible to calculate the precise cost to the Friends of underwriting the concerts,
but it is likely that it will be in excess of £2,000, as in 2009. Serious thought is being given as to whether thisrparticula
outlay represents value for money, given the very disappointing numbers attending these concerts. The Friends have
continued to provide this programme of winter concerts for some years, recognising that no other organisation is now
bringing classical music to the district, but the poor audience numbers do suggest that the money might be better spent in
other ways.

Preparations for a major art exhibition coinciding with the local COAST Festival in May 2010 are now well under way.
Grant assistance of £1,000 has been obtained from the Banff and Buchan Arts Forum. Allowing for this very helpful
contribution to overheads, the cost to the Friends in mounting this major event is likely to be of the order of £5,500. This
does not include the value of contributions in kind. Given that the quoted price for one overnight security guard for the
four days when the marquee will be on site is in excess of £1,000, the contribution of Friends Committee members and
others manning the exhibition could reasonably be stated at £5,000.

Mrs E McEwen, Chairman
Friends of Duff House
23 March, 2010



AR-R/ORK IN PROGRESS

Friends of Duf f House wild/ host AART Work in Progress
Festival of the Visual Arts 2830" May 2010. (We would appreciate offers of help with stewarding during this 3 day
event).

The aims of the event are to:
§ involve the visiting public, particularly young people, in creating a

community artwork with direct links to Duff House

show professional artists at work on their own projects

help visitors understand something of the creative process

showcase selected artists in congenial, attractive surroundings

celebrate the diverse range of local visual artists and makers

w W W W

These aims will involve the direct exchange between artists & public, practical sk
workshop opportunities for visitors (particularly children), talks & demonstrations H
artists. It is anticipated that at |
response to Duff House.

The marquee venue will provide exhibition/working spaces for artists, a workshop a
for the main project & space for demonstrations and talks. It is likely that the finis
community work will be displayed at Duff House after the COAST Festival.

At the time of writing the Iist of ex
Keith Mellard (sculptor in stone) from Aberdeen, Susie Hunt (watercolourist) fro
Kemnay, Anne Thomas (linocut printer), Carn Standing (clay & ceramic sculptor
Tim Hobrough (wood carver) from Fordyce & Julia Nicholson (oil painter). Full details & programme of workshops &
other activities will be published later when finalized.

by Alan Rogers

DUFF HOUSE WINTER TALKS SERIES

Despite the weather, which prevented only one of the talks from being given, over 528 people attended the Series. This
gave a substantial boost to the visitor numbers at the House over the winter period, and boosted patronage of the
Tearoom.

Plans are well in hand for the 2010/2011 Series but in case we have another severe winter the talks will be reduced to
sixteen in number with a longer break over the Christmas and New Year period. Subject matter will be again varied
ranging from Fine Art to Scottish canals to numismatics and historic costume. Sixteen invitations have been despatched to
potential speakers, and at the time of writing eight acceptances have been received.

A printed leaflet will be available by the summer listing all the speakers and subjects with dates of presentation.

One bonus from the 2009/ 2010 Series was the number of new faces present but the very faithful hard core are to be
thanked for their dedicated support, and Committee take the opportunity of doing so
through the medium of the Forum

Part of the audience
listening to Gillian Darby
[right] who spoke in March
about the invention of
porcelain by the Chinese
and how the West tooka = |
thousand years to discover =
the secret of how to make
their own version of the
clay mixture.

i

by Charles Burnett



TREASURES AND TALES: AN UPDATE FROM THE LIBRARY

2009 has been another active year f @ookdfthemobu nfi ereatru ree Lwh
ran through 2008 to celebrei@0 years of Scottish printing have continued with a programme of small displays, related
to events going on in Duff Housomecomingbviously has been the main focus.

From March to November four displays covetréoimecominghemessScots in Indid tales from the Dunimarle Library;
Tracing Family Roots; The EnlightenmearidRobert Burns 1787:The talk of the tawlie began the year witkashion

and fabrics in the early years of the"8entury(to accompany the fashion event) and ended it Witirer lend your
books to this man: Samuel Johnson }1084 (ie 300 years since he was born) which used our copy of his great
Dictionary.

In May and June | had a lot of fun giving talks to the Friends of Scottish National Galleries. Under the banner of
Treasures and Talesve had a look at a range of bodksome beautiful, some perhaps a bit dull until you open them up

and let them tell their talésthe whole point of all the work on the library. We were able to do this only because the
Friends of Duff House had paid for more support cushions and handling gloves (and for the cotton with which Helen
Cowie made covers more or less overnight to meet our deadline). Our Edinburgh Friends seemed genuinely appreciative
of the fact that they could actually see and handle the real books.

And so to the futurd there is just so much to pursue. | have again agreed, with Rachel, a programme of more small
displays for 2010 look out for the flea circus, the library books that never got returndtcdury recipes and more.

On the research side, wel | f d"rcentsry ar t er s, thereds the
Persian manuscript full of fascinating miniatures (now in the British Library) and

the emerging into the light of Captain James Ker who looks likely to play a bigger

part in the story of the library than | had ever imagined.

Want to know more?1 get in touch sandra@burnsfarm.co.uk

The title page offFacsimile of an ancient heraldic manuscript emblazoned by Sir
David Lyndsay of the Mount. Lyon King of Armes 1542dinburgh: W. and D.
Laing, 1822. —_—

Ful I of colour pl at es, t his 0treasured of t he ' i brar
presentation to the Friends of the National Galleries and the family history exhibit.

Two plates from An history of the earth and animated nature. By Oliver Goldsmith. In eight volupf&scond ed.,
London: Printed for J. Nourse, 1779which was part of the Dr Johnson exhibit

Goldsmith was a good friend of Dr Johnson and like him wrote for a living. Constantly
financially embarrassed, he took on the task of compiling a work of natural history despite,
what his friends at least considered, a rather sketchy background in the subject. They were
wrongi it is a quite delightful work.

Dodo is notable for its absence from the Dictionary. It was perfectly well known to Goldsmith
but Johnson simply ignores it. The poor Dodo was probably extinct
by the mid18" century but this was not yet known back in Britain.

The Kangaroo is also absent from the Dictionary but this time for
perfectly understandabl e reasons. Hot off t
first edition (1774) the kangaroo was simply not known in the west
when Johnson was compiling his work. Sir Joseph Banks, who

travelled on Cookédés expedition to Australia
only just returned with a specimen. It may have been too late for the Dictionary, but Banks was
a friend of Dr Johnsonés and by 1773, Johnson was said

and gait of the kangaroo to what must have been somewhat surprised fellow diners at an inn in
Inverness during his famous tour of Scotland.

by Sandra Cumming



